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1. Introduction 
In accordance with its mandated functions as stipulated in its Samoa Qualifications Act 2010, the 

Samoa Qualifications Authority (SQA) is mandated to promote links and learning pathways 

between the school sector and the Post School Education and Training (PSET) sector, and offer 

career advisory services.   

Accordingly, SQA has established its Career Advisory Services (CAS), and in 2013 started 

carrying out a Career Advisory Services School Visits to Secondary Schools/Colleges in both 

Upolu and Savaii.   

With the success of the last three year’s visits, the CAS school visit was recommended to be an 

annual event. Thus, the Samoa Qualifications Authority would like to acknowledge the 

continuous support from the Ministry of Education Sports and Culture, Director’s for Missionary 

Schools and School Principals’ for Private Schools in allowing the Authority to conduct its 

Careers Advisory Service School Visit every year within schools. 

In 2015, the target group was Year 9 & Year 10 students, thus this year the target group is Year 

12 and Year 13 students.  The CAS school visits started in Upolu from the 9
th

 March to the 1
st
 

April, covering 24 Colleges in Upolu. 

The visit continued to Savaii on the 2
nd

 to the 6
th

 May covering 10 Colleges. Thirty eight out of 

forty Colleges were visited; one Government and one Missionary Colleges were unavailable for 

the visit due to clashes with their school programs. The SQA Careers Advisory Service school 

visit covered a total of 3,153 Year 12 & Year 13 students and some Year 11 students from Paul 

VI College and Form 7 students from LDS College Pesega. This report presents the CAS school 

visit 2016 as listed in the visit schedule in Annex 2.   

The target outcome of the school visits is to increase awareness and access to learning and 

employment opportunities through provision of relevant information and advice on possible 

learning and career pathways to help all individuals accomplish their career goals.  

The purpose of the CAS School visits 2016 is to provide information on: 

 Scholarships available nationally and internationally 

 The post-school study options that prepare learners for further studies and career path 

 The secondary school study options relevant to further studies and career path 

 

The SQA invited representatives
1
 from Government Ministries, New Zealand and Australia High 

Commission and Post School Education and Training Providers to present on: 

 Scholarships available for further studies  

o Criteria for eligibility  

o Career pathway  

                                                           
1
 Annex 1:  List of CAS invitation letter distributed 
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 PSET programmes available for further studies  

o Entry requirements  

o Learning Pathways 

o Career pathway  

o Advice for students  

 

Before the visit started, briefing of representatives took place at the SQA conference room on 

Friday 26
th

 February, 2016 at 10:00am. The briefing paper is found in Annex 3 and list of 

participants is listed in Annex 4.  Evaluation forms
2
 were handed out to every school visited as 

an evaluation tool to evaluate the effectiveness of the programme. 

2. Career Advisory Services Visits 

2.1 Welcome 

As per usual practice, school principal, staff and students were welcomed by SQA representative.  

Acknowledgement of acceptance of SQA’s request for permission to conduct CAS visit was 

made known.   

Introduction of the CAS team
3
 followed, and a brief explanation of the purpose of the visit. 

2.2 Purpose 

Schools were informed about SQA, and its main involvement with Post School Education and 

Training; it’s CAS Services and linking it to the main purpose of the visit. 

The main purpose of the visit was to share information on scholarship opportunities, post school 

study options, linkage of secondary subjects to post school study options to assist students in 

their career decision making. Information shared mainly focused on Post School Education and 

Training Providers’ entry requirements, learning pathways and eligibility criteria on scholarships 

opportunities available for further studies. Representative also shared their educational 

background on subjects taken while in Secondary School/College, University and other Post 

School Education and Training which had enabled then to accomplish their career goals. 

2.3 Presentations 

Each representative presented well and information shared through power-point presentation
4
 

and oral presentations were as follows: 

i. National University of Samoa (NUS) 

          Sami Ale - Faatonu – Manager Marketing, Publications and Printery 

Ms. Sami Ale Faatonu was a worthy ambassador of the National University of Samoa; the 

information she shared align with the purpose of the visit.  As a Post School Education Training 

Provider (PSET), NUS is mandated “to provide Samoa with quality education, professional 

training and research”. She clearly explained to students the difference between faculty and 

                                                           
2
 Annex 5: Evaluation Form 

3
 Annex 6: List of participants that attended the CAS School Visit 

4
 Annex 8: Copy of presentations 
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programme. These two terms are still mixed up by the majority of new students. Faculty refers to 

field of study like Faculty of Arts while Programme refers to the qualification an individual is 

studying towards it, for instance Foundation Certificate Commerce. There are six Faculties 

within the National University of Samoa, and they differ from one another in terms of courses 

and qualifications offered, and this year a total of 1,071 students are studying Foundation 

Programmes. Each Foundation Programme offered by these six Faculties has different entry 

requirements 

For a Year 13 student to be eligible to enroll at one of the Foundation Certificate Programmes; 

he or she must have an aggregate total of 200% of English and best three subjects from the 

Samoa School Leaving Certificate (SSLC) Exam with at least 40% in English. However, not all 

students aggregate total will be 200% and information on other learning options were shared for 

students’ info. For instance, a student with an aggregate total of 160% of English and best 3 

subjects from SSLC with at least 40% in English is eligible to study a Foundation Certificate in 

Education. Ms. Sami Ale also informed students that the old grading system is no longer used to 

determine grades to enroll at a Foundation Certificate Programme it is now replaced with new 

percentage system. 

She also shared information on entry requirements for Technical and Vocational Programmes for 

students’ whose aggregate total is below 160%. To be eligible to enroll at one of the Technical 

and Vocational Programmes, a Year 13 student needs to have an aggregate total of 140% of 

English and best 3 subjects with at least 30% in English. These Technical and Vocational 

Programmes include Certificate II Maritime Training/Marine Engineering, Certificate Tourism & 

Hospitality and Diploma Media and Journalism.  

In addition, Ms. Sami Ale Faatonu shared information on educational pathways encouraging 

students to further studies and obtained higher qualifications to assist them in searching for a job 

to support their families. She also added to her presentation another learning option for 

individuals who want to pursue a career in Information and Technology field of study. The 

CISCO Academy is facilitated by the Computer Department under the Faculty of Science and 

offered block courses. An individual must speak and understand English language and interested 

in computer studies. She encouraged students’ that it is important to choose the right subjects at 

College level which are related  to the career they want to pursue in the future, and for those who 

haven’t start their career planning it is time to start thinking about their future.  

ii. Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies (TIAS) 

 Fraser Taulealo – Teacher 

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies (TIAS) representative Mr. Fraser Taulealo shared 

information on entry requirements and programmes taught within their Institution. TIAS is a 

privately owned Institute which was established in 1966 and this year marked the 50
th

 year 

anniversary since its establishment. An Institution, which provides trainings to obtain knowledge 

and skills in Administration, Secretarial and computer services office work related. He shared 

that their Institution offers international qualifications through their partnership with Commercial 

Education Society of Australia. Learners educated at TIAS are from different age groups, some 
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are school leavers while others are office workers. To secure employment opportunity for their 

graduates TIAS work in partnership with Employers in employing competent graduates to work 

in administration and business area. He also shared that having a good attitude is one attribute 

required by TIAS to consider for employment opportunities. 

Entry requirements information to enroll at their Institution for further studies were made known 

to students. Entry requirements for qualifications offered vary to accommodate different learning 

groups. College students need to pass SC and SSLC to be eligible to enroll in one of their 

programmes. Qualifications obtained by a learner from another Post School Education Training 

Provider can be used to enroll at Tesese. Mature students employed in workplaces are required to 

bring with them their job description. TIAS also accepted applicants who do not hold any formal 

qualification, but are keen to learn administrative skills and all applicants must have a copy of 

their birth certificate for registration processes. 

Moreover, learning options offered at Tesese were discussed with students. Tesese offered Office 

Administration and Computer Studies Programmes. Two of their Office Administration 

Qualifications were accredited by SQA. Learners will be placed to programmes offered 

according to their educational level and knowledge and skills in computing. For instance a year 9 

student cannot undertake a Certificate 3 in computer studies if she/he has limited knowledge and 

skills in computing, he /she will either start from level 1 or 2. Career information related to 

qualifications offered by Tesese was shared to inform students that there are various occupations 

they can apply to if they graduate with a qualification from Tesese. These occupations include, 

administrative and office worker, computer operator, data entry operator and executive assistant. 

At the end of his every presentation he would advise students to aim high, obey their parents and 

teachers, stand firm in faith and put God first in everything they do. 

iii. Martin Hautus Institute of Learning (MHIL) 

Arthur Pulotu Solomon – Chief Executive Officer 

Benjamin Green- School Leader 

Townsville Tiauli - Student 

Milaina Silao- Student 

Juliett Burgess- Student 

Winnienora Stowers - Student 

The CAS visit 2016 was fortunate to have the Chief Executive Officer of Martin Hautus Institute 

of Learning (MHIL) Mr. Arthur Pulotu Solomon joining the SQA Career Team on information 

visits to schools. MHIL is one of the newest PSET Provider registered at the SQA in 2013. In his 

introduction, he mentioned that Tourism Industry is one of the main sources of income for 

Samoa, an area which involves a lot of trainings aiming at providing high quality services. 

MHIL promised two things for learners, first the Institution will assist the learner to achieve the 

qualification they are studying till its completion. Second, MHIL will teach and train learners 

with the required skills needed within workplaces. The PSET Provider working in partnership 

with Sheraton Samoa Aggie Grey’s Hotel and Taumeasina Island Resort secure MHIL’s 

graduates employment opportunities. 
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 Mr. Arthur Solomon with his students shared information on entry requirements and 

programmes offered by MHIL. All applicants must be 16 years and over and must passed Year 

10 English, have studied Tourism in schools or at the National University of Samoa. The 

Provider offered Certificate Level 2 for both Tourism and Hospitality. Graduates from MHIL can 

further their studies at NUS, University of the South Pacific (USP) or continued studying at 

MHIL towards a Certificate Level 3 & 4 in Tourism and Hospitality. In terms of fees, 

representatives mentioned their Institution fees are negotiable especially for students whose 

families have financial problems. Students from MHIL shared on their learning experiences and 

the support services offered by staff and senior students to assist new learners in completion of 

their studies. All responded well to question asked by students. 

iv. Don Bosco Technical Centre (DBTC) 

Don Bosco Technical Centre did not send a representative to attend the CAS school visit 2016 

but they sent an e- copy of their presentation for the SQA Career Advisory team to present. Thus, 

Mike presented Don Bosco Technical presentation throughout the visit. Don Bosco has an open 

entry policy, young men aged 16 or over are acceptable and previous qualifications are not 

required. Don Bosco offered qualifications in Trades area at a Certificate level in Electrical, 

Plumbing, Welding, Carpentry & Joinery and Motor Mechanics. Besides from these trades’ 

areas, Don Bosco also taught their learners school subjects such as Religion, Samoan, English, 

Technical Drawings and Computer studies. They also have social activities such as sports and 

cultural activities as part of their school activities. 

 

v. Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade , Department of Foreign Affairs 

& Trade and New Zealand High Commission 

Dominic Sofe – Senior Foreign Service Officer (MFAT) 

Elisapeta Eteuati Kerslake – Programme Manager Education/Scholarships (DFAT) 

Atalana Lima – Aid Quality and Finance Coordinator (DFAT) 

Kalameli Ah Mu – Development Program Coordinator (NZ High Com) 

Representative from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade with the assistance of the 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade rep from the Australia High Commission, shared 

information on scholarship opportunities Year 13 students’ are eligible to if they transit  to 

Foundation Year at the National University of Samoa. 

Mr. Dominic Sofe mentioned in his presentation that scholarship opportunities at Foundation 

level are limited and encouraged students to value been educated. The Government of Samoa in 

partnership with New Zealand, Australia and China offered scholarships for Samoan citizens to 

further their studies. A chart with eligibility criteria for scholarships offered by New Zealand, 

Australia and Samoa was explained to students. For instance, students who are dual citizen (New 

Zealand & Samoa) are eligible to scholarship offered by Samoa and New Zealand but not 

Australia. Foundation scholarships are awarded and are academically based; for semester 1 a 

student needs to pass Foundation English plus best 3 courses exclusive of Samoan with an 

aggregate average of 80. To secure a scholarship in semester 2 a student needs to pass 

Foundation English plus 7 best courses.  
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The numbers of scholarships awarded to Foundation students varies from time to time depending 

on the availability of funds from donor partners. Mr. Dominic shared that there are only 53 

awards available to Foundation students to further their studies in Institutions in Australia, New 

Zealand and Fiji. Therefore, the top 53 Foundation students will be awarded these awards.  From 

the 53 awards the Government of Samoa is prioritizing and targeting Health and Education needs 

of Samoa, 8 awards are allocated for Health Allied Studies, 10 awards for Education and 4 

separate awards for the Faculty of Education.  

The next 50 students below the top 53 are awarded local full scholarships to study at NUS. There 

are also 10 awards awarded to the Faculty of Medicine every year to study towards a MBBS or 

Health related courses at NUS. 

Learners who are studying at the Institute of Technology are eligible to 60 partial scholarships. 

On the Agriculture side there are 20 scholarships offered by the Government of Samoa to study 

towards a Bachelor of Agriculture at the University of the South Pacific with terms and 

conditions apply. 

China also offered scholarships opportunities for Samoan citizens to apply to, especially 

Government employees and the public to study in China Institutions in various field of studies 

besides from Law and Medicine. There are also scholarships offered annually for Australia 

Pacific Technical College graduates and existing students to undertake further studies at a 

University or Vocational Institution in New Zealand. 

vi. Ministry of Health (MOH) 

Merita Lenuu Isaako – Senior Librarian  

The Ministry of Health representative presented well during the CAS school visit in Upolu. Ms. 

Merita Lenuu shared on one of the learning options for Science students who are planning to 

pursue a career within the Health Sector. She made it clear that the Pacific Open Learning Health 

Net (POLHN) is for the health professions only who are already employed. It is a program 

facilitated by the World Health Organization in partnership with Pacific Ministries of Health. 

The program aims to improve the quality and standards of health practices by offering free 

online courses. POLHN in partnership with Fiji National University (FNU) and the Pacific 

Paramedical Training Centre offered on line courses. Applicants for this program must be current 

employee of the Ministry of Health, National Health Services and the National Kidney 

Foundation or within another health workplace. Holds a Bachelor’s degree or have at least 5 

years of experience in the health sector and must be a Samoan citizen. She stated that there are 

terms and conditions apply in applying for POLHN sponsored on line courses. 

The Practical Paramedical Training Centre allows students to earn a Diploma in Medical 

Laboratory Science through 2 years of part-time study and only National Health Services staffs 

are eligible to apply. Locations and contact numbers for POLHN Centre were made known to 

students if they want to know more info about POLHN. 
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vii. Samoa Qualifications Authority (SQA) 

Shirley Vaafusuaga – Principal Qualifications Officer 

Faanimonimo Matau - Principal Qualifications Officer 

Lagaata Vaai Gase – Principal Foreign Qualification Service Officer 

Faafetai Vaevaina – Principal Careers Advisory Officer 

Forrest Time – Senior Qualifications Officer 

Eteuati Popi Eteuati – Qualifications Officer 

Mike Anapu – Careers Advisory Officer 

The SQA representatives from the Qualifications Division all shared information on National 

Competency Standards (NCS) and Samoa Qualifications (SQs). Even though most of these 

Qualifications have yet to be picked up by PSET Providers, students were still informed about 

the benefits and the existence of NCS and SQs. The rationale behind the development of these 

Qualifications was shared, such as skills supply to align with skills demand and improved 

employability of learners. The SQA Team informed students of the Trades and Sectors NCS and 

SQs had been developed. Learning pathways have developed for some sectors which ease 

transition from one PSET Provider to another. The students’ achievements in NCSs and SQs will 

be recorded at SQA in their Record of Achievements (RoA). 

Additionally, SQA representatives encouraged students for further studies at PSET Providers if 

they couldn’t make it to Foundation Year. The students were also advised to seek assistance from 

their teachers, parents and older siblings for career advice or visit SQA office if they need further 

information. 

3. Findings of Evaluation Forms 
The evaluation form was based on the CAS school visit purpose. It consisted of three questions 

in both English and Samoan. Out of   3,153 forms collected from 38 Colleges’ in Upolu and 

Savaii 1,649 were females, 1098 were males and the genders of another 406 were unknown. The 

CAS Team was responsible for data entry and findings are presented below. Figure 1 showed the 

total number of students covered by the visit in Year 11, 12, 13 & Form 7. However, 589 

respondents did not identify their classes but answered all questions. 
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Figure 1: Number of students covered in the visit 

3.1 Usefulness of SQA Careers Advisory Visit 
 

The students were asked to indicate how useful the CAS School Visit was to them by ticking the 

three options given. The students’ responses are reflected in Figure 2 below. The pie graph in 

Figure 2 showed 98% of students found the visit useful, 0.9% did not find it useful and 1.10% 

were unsure. 

 

             Figure 2: Usefulness of the SQA CAS school visit 2016 
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To confirm students’ understanding and value of the CAS school visit, they were given 5 areas to 

choose from to weigh their level of understanding. Each area was individually analysed to reflect 

the number of students’ choosing it. Area 1 was ranked as the highest useful by the targeted 

group for this year’s visit. Area 3 & 4 also reflected that students are becoming aware of entry 

requirements for learning options and understood the linkage of school subjects to learning areas 

offered by local PSET Providers. The students were informed with information on NCSs by 

SQA representatives and Figure 3 showed that they understood the benefits of taking SQs if 

made available in PSET Providers’ in the future. Overall, the graph reflected students had 

learned information from representatives’ presentations which will assist them in their career 

planning and decision making. 

 

Figure 3: Areas which the students find it useful during the school visit 

Figure 4 reflected students’ responses to question 2 in percentage. Each area ranged from 16% to 

18%, which reflected that information shared in the five areas were useful and were well 

presented. 
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Figure 4: Areas which the students found it useful during the school visit in percentage 

3.3 Continuation of the SQA CAS School Visit 

Lastly, question 3 of the evaluation form asked the students if they wanted the SQA CAS school 

visit to continue. Figure 5 showed that 99% of student wanted SQA to continue its Career 

Advisory Service school visit. 

 

                       Figure 5: Continuation of SQA CAS school visit 
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 4. Questions & Answers 
Questions raised are as follows: 

 

Government Ministries/ PSET Providers 

 

Responses 

National University of Samoa 

 

1. Are there a set number of scholarships 

awarded to each Faculty? 

 

No, there’s only 53 scholarships awarded to 

Foundation students and the top 53 will be 

awarded scholarships. Note you will be 

competing within your own faculty. 

2. Does NUS provide any assistance in 

negotiating student’s fees, it has been a 

major issue for families and students are 

unable to further their studies at higher 

level of education? 

No, deadlines are set for fees to be pay; 

however there are partial scholarships students 

can apply to. Foundation courses cost $315 per 

course and $385 per computer course. 

 

3. Would I still be eligible to enroll at one of 

the Foundation’s Programme if don’t 

passed Math’s at SSLC? 

Math is not a core course in other Foundation 

Programmes but it is a core course for 

Foundation Programme in Science and 

Nursing. 

If you score less than 50 in your SSLC Math’s 

exam then you are eligible to take Preliminary 

Math. 

4. I am a Science student and I am not taking 

computer studies but I want to enroll under 

the Foundation Certificate in Nursing next 

year, will I still be eligible? 

 

Computer is not a core course for Foundation 

Certificate in Nursing; therefore you are 

eligible to enroll under the Foundation 

Certificate in Nursing. 

5. What courses do I have to take if I enroll 

under the Faculty of Arts doing a 

Foundation Certificate in Arts? 

HEN004 and HSA002 OR HSA001 are the 

two core courses under the Foundation 

Certificate in Arts 

6. Food Textile and Technology is offered 

within some Colleges, is there a related 

course offered at Foundation level? 

Food Textile and Technology is offered in the 

Faculty of Education. 

 

7. Will I be able to do a Bachelor if haven’t 

completed courses required to complete my 

Diploma? 

No, you have to complete all the 

papers/courses required for your Diploma 

before pursuing to the next level of 

qualification. 

8. Commerce students who are not taking 

Math at College level will they be eligible 

to enroll under the Foundation Certificate 

in Commerce? 

 

 Yes, Math’s is not a core course in Foundation 

Certificate Commerce 

9. Which Faculty do I have to enroll under if I 

want to become a Personal Trainer? 

Faculty of Education offered PE courses and 

the Faculty of Business and Enterprise offered 

Sports Management course. 

10. Will I be able to continue my studies to the 

second semester if passed only 4 out of 5 

courses? 

When you enrolled under a Foundation 

Programme you will be taking 5 courses per 

semester. Yes you can but you need to pass 8 

courses including Samoa to graduate with a 

Foundation Certificate. 
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11. Bachelor Degree offered by NUS is it 

recognized internationally? 

Work is still in progress by SQA in recognition 

of qualifications offered by PSET Providers in 

Samoa for overseas recognition. 

12. Do I need a PhD to become a Doctor? No, you have to do a Bachelor of Medicine at 

the Faculty of Medicine or at the Fiji School of 

Medicine, duration of study will be 7 years 

13. Will a Foundation Certificate from NUS be 

acceptable to enroll at USP? 

Yes 

14. Will I be able to further my studies at NUS 

if I only attended lecturers and tutorials for 

one month? 

No, unless you have provided valid reasons 

why you were absent from lecturers and 

tutorials. For instance, a medical certificate to 

inform NUS of your sickness but if was your 

own will to stay home then you won’t be able 

to further your studies and you cannot repeat 

your Foundation Year.  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

 

15. Why does the Government limit the 

number of scholarships offered to 

Foundation students? 

 

It’s expensive for one Australian scholarship it 

will cost around $39,000 (AUS) and it depends 

on the availability of funds from donors. 

16. What are the eligibility criteria to be 

awarded scholarship at Foundation Year? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17. What are some of the scholarships benefits 

to further study overseas? 

Scholarships awarded to Foundation students 

are academically based. For semester 1, a 

student average must be 70 upwards 

comprising of English and best 3 courses. 

Samoan is exclusive due to scholarships donor 

criteria but it is a required course to be passed 

to graduate from Foundation Year. To 

scholarship in the second semester it will be 

based on English plus your best 7 courses.  

 

However, for Foundation Certificate General 

there are no scholarships awarded to students 

doing FcG, on one side you can use your FcG 

to enroll at different Bachelor Programmes. 

 

Overseas scholarships are fully sponsored; 

paying for your accommodation, tuition fees, 

air fare and other benefits. Awardees 

performance must be maintain at a higher level 

for continuous sponsored. Otherwise you 

awardee will lose their scholarship. Attitude 

also matters because it will affect your chances 

of losing your scholarships and other future 

opportunities. 

18. Will I be able to work in Australia/ New 

Zealand upon completion of my studies 

while on scholarship? 

No you have to come back and serve your 

bond. 

19. Any scholarship opportunities for Sports? There are no scholarships offered for Sports at 

Foundation level but if you are taking Physical 
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Education at College level then you can further 

your studies to the next level at the Faculty of 

Education if you want to pursue a career in 

Sports. 

20. Will Australia accept NZ citizens to be 

awarded a scholarship to study in 

Australia? 

No but New Zealand will sponsored you if you 

are in the top 53. The Government of Samoa 

will also sponsored you if you are in the below 

50 for a full scholarship to study at NUS. 

21. What are my options if I do not make it to 

Foundation Year? 

First, enroll in one of our local PSET Providers 

to further your studies and you can use the 

qualification awarded by that Provider to enroll 

at NUS as a mature student to further studies. 

 

Second, if you are interesting in Computer 

Studies NUS offers computer block courses 

known as CISCO. 

22. Which country will award Foundation Art 

Students scholarships to study law? 

New Zealand will be the destination for the top 

Foundation Art Student only to study law and 

other Art students who will be in the top 53 

will either further studies in Fiji or Australia. 

23. Are there any other countries offering 

scholarships besides from NZ, Australia, 

China? 

Yes, Japan, United Kingdom and other 

countries are offering scholarships to do 

Masters or Post Graduates. These scholarships 

are mainly for employees and they have to 

apply. 

24. Why are applicants who wanted to study 

Law and Medicine are permitted to study in 

China? 

 

Samoa and China have different accreditation 

processes. 

25. What’s the required age to be awarded a 

scholarship? 

You must be 18 years to be awarded a 

scholarship at Foundation level. If you’re 

awarded a scholarship at the age of 16 or 17 

you have to wait until you’re 18. Reason being, 

donors have criteria for an individual to be 

eligible for a scholarship.  

26. Do awardees freely choose which 

University to study?  

No, it depends on awardees field of study and 

which Institution is offering the qualification 

you want to study. 

27. Is there a compensation bond for 

Foundation scholarships awards? 

There is no compensation bond however there 

is a bond to be signed if you are awarded a 

scholarship. Upon completion of your studies 

you have to come back and serve your country 

for 3 years, it’s a year for a year. It is only 

applied to students who are on scholarships but 

it does not apply to private students 

28. What would happen if an awardee plays for 

a ruby club in New Zealand? 

As mentioned before any awardee will sign a 

bond. If you do not abide to the bond : 

1. You are breaching the bond. 

2.  You cannot study and play for a rugby 

club at the same time 
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3. You will pay back the money which 

funded your scholarships to the 

government if you pursue your career 

in rugby.  

4. It will affect your chances for future 

scholarship opportunities. 

29. What will happen if an awardee got 

pregnant while on studying and will she be 

able to continue her studies? 

First, her name will be mark black. Second, she 

can continue her studies if she can liaise with 

MFAT to defer her scholarship for one year.  

30. Will my scholarship be affected if I’m 

involved in a brawl? 

There are terms and conditions use to monitor 

performance of students studying overseas, as 

outline below: 

 Involved  in a fight – scholarship will 

be terminated but if you can appeal 

your case you might have a chance 

 Academic Performance - if you 

continue to fail or have low pass in 

your courses, you will be first warned 

then your scholarship will be 

terminated if you continue to fail. 

 

31. Will my chance of awarding a scholarship 

at Foundation Year be affected if I have 

criminal records? 

 

Yes, you will not be awarded a scholarship 

32. What are terms and conditions apply for 

scholarships opportunities offered for the 

public/mature students to study Masters or 

Post Graduate overseas? 

2 years will be the minimum but if you have 

failed from a previous scholarship opportunity 

you were awarded before then you will have to 

wait for 4 years then you are eligible to apply 

again.  

Most of these scholarships opportunities are 

advertised on the Public Service Commission 

Circular or through local newspaper. 

Applicants must be 25 years and work at least 

5 years. 

33. What will cover under the full scholarship 

awarded to 50 awardees to further their 

studies at NUS? 

It will cover: 

 Tuition fees 

 Book allowance $100 per course 

 Transport allowance 

There are also terms and conditions apply for 

securing your full scholarship award, you have 

to pass at least 60 %of all courses. 

34. The top 53 awards awarded to Foundation 

students, courses studied will be the same 

courses offered to a Masters or PhD? 

 

No, the top 53 awards are for undergraduate 

studies 

35. If I passed only 3 courses at USP will the 

government still sponsored me? 

You need to pass the 4 core papers in semester 

1 then the government will fund semester 2. 

36. Any scholarship awards for Religious 

Studies? 

No, you can further studies at the Pacific 

Theological College in Fiji or at our local 

Theological Providers. 
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37. If I am awarded a scholarship can I 

deferred it to another year for a church 

mission? 

Yes you can defer your scholarship to another 

year. 

 

Martin Hautus Institute of Learning 

 

38. What’s the duration of study for a 

Certificate level? 

 

39. Entry age to enroll at MHIL? 

 

 

40. Do you offered full time and part time 

courses? 

 

 

 1 Year 

 

 

 Learner must be 18 years, however MHIL 

do accept students at the age of 17. 

 

 Yes 

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies 

 

41. How much do you have to pay for one 

course? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

42. Can a year 12 student enroll at TIAS? 

 

 

 

 

 

43. If I graduate with a qualification from 

Tesese will that qualification help me find 

a job overseas?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 $200 per course, total fee for each semester 

cost $1000:00, but TIAS has policy 

regarding negotiating of fees. Office 

Administration and the learner will agree 

on a certain amount the learner can pay 

weekly or fortnightly. If the by the end of 

the year the learner is unable to pay his/her 

fee in full then you will be awarded his 

qualification. 

 

 Yes, Tesese accepted students at year 12 to 

take computer courses while at the same 

time studying towards SC and SSLC.  

 

 

 

 Yes, TIAS in partnership with CESA 

offered overseas qualifications and TIAS 

qualifications will be recognized overseas. 

Also, two of TIAS qualifications have been 

accredited by SQA and registered on the 

Samoa Qualifications Framework and SQA 

is progressively working in recognition of 

qualifications overseas. 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

 

44. Upon completion of my studies overseas 

on a scholarship, where will I go to help 

me find a job? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Samoa Qualifications Authority under 

the Careers Advisory Service offered a 

service which assisted graduates, students 

and the public on their job search. Ask for 

someone from the Careers Advisory 

Service Team for assistance. 
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45. Does our local PSET Providers’ offer a 

Bachelor in Chef? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

46. What subjects do I have to take to become 

a pilot? 

 

 

 

 

47. Are there any scholarships opportunities 

made available for Year 13 students who 

do well in schools but their families cannot 

sponsored them financially? 

 You can further studies at the Australia 

Pacific Technical College taking Cookery 

courses. There are also 7 on site awards 

offered annually for APTC existing 

students to undertake further studies at a 

University or Vocational Institution in New 

Zealand. 

 

 

 Focus on Science subjects at College level 

especially Physics and enroll under the 

Foundation Certificate in Science, do your 

best to be awarded a scholarship to earn a 

spot on the top 53. 

 

 There are no scholarships offered by the 

government for year 13 students. However, 

there are scholarships opportunities made 

available to cater for cases like that which 

are mostly advertised through newspaper 

and social media. For instance, Westpac, 

BSL and Digicel offered scholarships 

which students can apply to. 

 

 

5.  Closing 
Normal practice of closure was done.  The SQA again thank the school principals for accepting 

the CAS visit and for the great hospitality shown. Furthermore, we thanked the staff for their 

participation and especially the students for being great audience.  Gratitude was also expressed 

to CAS representatives from the different PSET Providers’, government ministries and NZ & 

Australia High Commission for their valuable contribution.  In return, school principals 

conveyed their sincere gratitude for the program as it was a great opportunity and encouragement 

for students in their studies towards their dream career.   

6. Conclusion 
SQA Careers Advisory Service school visit to Colleges in both Upolu and Savaii was a success 

with the participation of representatives from PSET Providers’, Government Ministries, 

Education and Scholarships department representatives’ from New Zealand and Australia High 

Commission.  

Moreover, the success of the visit was further confirmed by the positive respondents of the 

students as reflected in the analysis of the evaluation questions above. The call from school 

principals and students to continue its CAS school visit is again a mark of success for this 

activity. 
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Annex 1: List of CAS invitation letter distribution 

Post School Education and Training Providers, Professional Association and Government 

Ministries 

1. National University of Samoa 

2. University of the South Pacific 

3. Australia Pacific Technical College 

4. Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies 

5. Don Bosco Technical Centre – Alafua 

6. Don Bosco College and Vocational Technical Centre 

7. Laumua o Punaoa Technical Centre 

8. Uesiliana Vocational Technical Centre 

9. Martin Hautus Institute of Learning 

10. Samoa Shipping Maritime Academy 

11. Early Childhood Education Institute of Training 

12. Hospitality and Community Health Institute of Training 

13. Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trades 

14. Ministry of Health 

15. Australia High Commission 

16. New Zealand High Commission 

17. Institute of Professional Engineers 
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Annex 2: CAS school visit schedule 2016 

 SAVAII 

 COLLEGES/ SECONDARY 

SCHOOLS 

VILLAGE TIME DURATION 

WK 1  Wednesday 9th March    

1 St Mary’s College  Vaimoso 9:00am – 10:30am 1.5 hours 

2 LDS College  Pesega 11:00am – 12:30pm 1.5 hours 

3 Faleata College  Lepea 1:00pm – 2:30pm 1.5 hours 

 Thursday 10th March    

4 Robert Louis Stevenson  Tafaigata 10:00am -11:30am 1.5hrs 

5 Faatuatua Christian School  Vaitele 12:30pm – 2:00pm 1.5hrs 

 Friday 11th March    

6 Wesley College  Faleula 10:00am -11:30am 1.5hrs 

7 Leulumoega Fou College  Malua 12:30pm – 2:00pm 1.5hrs 

WK 2  Wednesday 16th March    

8 Sagaga College  Afega 9:00am – 10:30am 1.5hrs 

9 Nuuausala College Nofoalii 11:00am -12:30pm 1.5hrs 

10 Paul VI  Leulumoega Tai 1:00 – 2:30pm 1.5hrs 

 Thursday 17th March    

11 Aana No 1 Faleolo 10:00am – 11:30am 1.5hrs 

12 Aana No 2 Apolima Uta 12:30am – 2:00pm 1.5hrs 

 Friday 18th March    

13 Lefaga College  Savaia 10:00am – 11:30am 1.5hrs 

14 Safata College Sataoa 12:30am – 2:00pm 1.5hrs 

WK 3  Tuesday 22nd March    

15 Falealili College Poutasi 10:00am – 11:30am 1.5hrs 

16 Palalaua College Siumu 12:30am – 2:00pm 1.5hrs 

 Wednesday 23rd March    

17 Lepa  /Lotofaga College Lepa 10:00am – 11:30am 1.5hrs 

18 Aleipata Secondary School Vaisuli 12:30am – 2:00pm 1.5hrs 

 Thursday 24th March    

19 Seventh Day Adventist College Lalovaea 9:00am – 10:30am 1.5hrs 

20 Chanel College (reschedule 2nd term) Moamoa 11:00am – 12:30pm 1.5hrs 

21 St Joseph’s College (reschedule 2nd 

term) 
Alafua 1:00pm – 2:30pm 1.5hrs 

WK 4  Wednesday 30th March    

22 Leififi College – reschedule to Friday 1st April ,2016 

23 Papauta Girls College Papauta 11:00am – 12:30pm 1.5hrs 

24 Avele College Vailima 1:00pm – 2:30pm 1.5hrs 

 Thursday 31st March    

25 Maluafou College Maluafou 9:00am – 10:30am 1.5hrs 

26 Vaimauga College Faatoia 11:00am – 12:30pm 1.5hrs 

27 Samoa College Vaivase Tai 1:00pm – 2:30pm 1.5hrs 
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Wk 5  Friday 1st April    

28 Anoamaa – reschedule 2nd term Saoluafata 10:00am – 11:30am 1.5hrs 

     

 SAVAII 

 COLLEGES/ SECONDARY 

SCHOOLS 

VILLAGE TIME DURATION 

Wk 6  Monday 2nd May     

29 Uesiliana College Satupaitea 10:00am – 11:30am 1.5hrs 

30 Palauli College Vailoa 12:30am – 2:00pm 1.5hrs 

 Tuesday 3rd May    

31 Savaii I Sisifo Sagone 10:00am – 11:30am 1.5hrs 

32 Palauli I Sisifo Salailua 12:30pm – 2:00pm 1.5hrs 

 Wednesday 4th May    

33 Itu o Tane No. 1 College Avao 9:00am – 10:30am 1.5hrs 

34 Alofi o Taoa College Safune 11:00am – 12:30pm 1.5hrs 

35 Itu o Asau College Asau 1:00pm -2:30pm 1.5hrs 

 Thursday 5th May    

36 LDS College – Vaiola Vaiola 9:00am – 10:30am  

37 Tuasivi College Tuasivi 11:00am – 12:30pm 1.5hrs 

38 Amoa College Saipipi 1:00pm -2:30pm 1.5hrs 

 Friday 6th May    

39 Mataaevave College Iva 9:00am – 10:30am 1.5hrs 

40 Don Bosco High Salelologa 11:00am – 12:30pm 1.5hrs 

     

RESCHEDULE SCHOOLS 

Wk 7 Wednesday 11th May    

 Chanel College Moamoa 9:00am – 10:30am 1.5hrs 

 St Joseph’s College Alafua 11:00am -12:30pm 1.5hrs 

 Thursday 12th May    

 Samoa College  Vaivase 9:30am – 11:00am 1.5hrs 

 Anoamaa College Saoluafata 1:00am -2:30am 1.5hrs 
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Annex 3: Briefing Paper for participants of the CAS school visit 

 

 

 

Career Advisory Service School Visits 2016 

9 March –   6 May 2016 

Background Information 

One of the mandated functions of the SQA as stipulated in the SQA Act 2010 is to ‘promote 

links and learning pathways between the school sector and the Post School Education and 

Training (PSET) sector, and offer career advisory services.’   

The target outcome of the school visits is to increase access to learning and employment 

opportunities through provision of relevant information and advice on possible learning and 

career pathways to help all individuals accomplish their career goals. 

Purpose: To provide information on: 

 Scholarships available nationally and internationally 

 The post-school study options that prepare learners for further studies and career path 

 The secondary school study options relevant to further studies and career path 

 

Targeted Organisations: 

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

 Australia Foreign Affairs and Trade (Australia High Commission) 

 New Zealand Foreign Affairs and Trade (NZ High Commission) 

 Ministry of Health 

 1 or 2 Members from PSET Providers  

Target Groups 

 Years 12 & 13 

Facilitators 

 2 SQA personnel 

 Member(s) from Organizations 

Format 

 Classes/Groups as appropriate 

 Consecutive sessions within 1.5 hours 

 

Speakers will present information on:  
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 Scholarships available for further studies  

o Criteria for eligibility  

o Career pathway  

 PSET programmes available for further studies  

o Entry requirements  

o Learning Pathways 

o Career pathway  

 Advice for students  

 

Schools will receive: 

 Career Advisory Service Poster  

 Learning Options Handout 2014  

 Information/Resources from Organizations  

 

 

Annex 4: Attendance list of participants for the CAS school visit briefing 
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Annex 5: Evaluation Form 

 

 
  

SQA Career Advisory Service School Visit 2016 

Evaluation Form 

1. How useful is the CAS School Visit to you? (Tick one answer) 

    Very useful         Not Useful           Not Sure    

2. Why is it useful to you? (You may tick more than one box or even all if you think the visit has 

helped you in these areas below) 

 Aware of scholarships opportunities available for further studies   

 Understand scholarships criteria 

 Entry requirements for Learning Options offered by PSET Providers 

 Understand the linkage between school subjects and learning options 

 Understand the benefits of taking Samoa Qualifications  

3. Do you wish/ want the Samoa Qualifications Authority to continue its Careers Advisory Service 

School Visit? 

              Yes                                               No     

 

 

SQA Career Advisory Service School Visit 2016 

Evaluation Form 

1. E iai se aoga o le polokalame ia oe? (Togi na o le tinipusa e tasi) 

Aoga tele         Leai se aoga          Le mautinoa    

2. O le ā le aoga o le polokalame ia oe? (E mafai na togi poloka e 2 po’o poloka uma fo’i pe’a e 

manatu o mea uma nei na’e maua mai i le polokalame) 

 Malamalama ai i avanoa faasikolasipi e agavaa ai mo le fa’aauauina o a’oaoga   

 Iloa ai vaega e tatau ona ausia ma mo’omia e agavaa ai i avanoa faasikolasipi 

 Malamalama ai i vaega e tatau ona ausia mo le ulufale atu i Aoga Fa’aauau faapea ma 

Polokalame fa’alea’oa’oga. 

 Iloa ai le so’otaga o mataupu o lo’o ave ma polokalame a Aoga Fa’aauau 

 Malamalama ai i itu e lelei ai le a’oa’oina o Faailoga Samoa 

3. E te mana’o e toe fa’aauau lenei polokalame? 

             Ioe                                               Leai 

Yr.12/Yr. 13 

Male / Female 

Vasega 12/Vasega 13 

Tama / Teine 
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Annex 6: List of participants that attended the CAS school visit 

 

SCHOOL VISIT SCHEDULE ATTENDANCE SHEET 2016 

ORGANIZATION NAME ATTENDED 

St Mary’s College, LDS College, Pesega & Faleata College  –  @ 9:00am – 2:30pm 
National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Ministry of Health Merita Isaako  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  Dominic Sofe  

 

 

Martin Hautus Institute of Learning 

 

Pulotu Selulo Solomona  

Benjamin Groen  

Winnierora Stowers  

Juliett Burgess  

Milaina Silao  

Johnlamo Iesiva  

Townsville Tiauli  

Samoa Qualifications Authority Shirley Vaafusuaga  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Robert Louis Stevenson School & Faatuatua Christian School – 10th Mar @ 10:00am – 2:00pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Ministry of Health Merita Isaako  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  Dominic Sofe  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Shirley Vaafusuaga  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Wesley College & Leulumoega Fou College – 11th Mar @ 10:00am – 2:00pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Ministry of Health Merita Isaako  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  Dominic Sofe  

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

 

Martin Hautus Institute of Learning 

 

Pulotu Selulo Solomona  

Benjamin Groen  

Townsville Tiauli  

Miaina Silao  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Shirley Vaafusuaga  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Sagaga College, Nuuausala College & Paul 6 College – 16th Mar @ 9:00am – 2:30pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  Dominic Sofe  

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Faanimonimo Matau  

Faafetai Vaevaina  
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Mike Anapu  

Aana No 1 College & Aana No 2 College – 17th March @ 10:00am – 2:00pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Faanimonimo Matau  

Shirley Vaafusuaga  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Lefaga College & Safata College – 18th March @ 10:00am – 2:00pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Faanimonimo Matau  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Falealili College & Palalaua College – 22nd March @ 10:00am – 2:00pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  Dominic Sofe  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Lagaata Vaai Gase  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Lepa & Lotofaga College & Aleipata College – 23rd March @ 10:00am – 2:00pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Lagaata Vaai Gase  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Seven Day Adventist College – 24th March @ 9:00am – 10:30am 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  Dominic Sofe  

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Lagaata Vaai Gase  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Papauta College & Avele College – 30th March @ 11:00am – 2:30pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  Dominic Sofe  

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

New Zealand High Commission Kalameli Ah Mu  

Australia High Commssion Elisapeta Eteuati Kerslake  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Shirley Vaafusuaga  

Mike Anapu  

Maluafou College & Vaimauga College – 31st March @ 9:00am – 12:30pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

New Zealand High Commission Kalameli Ah Mu  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  Dominic Sofe  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Lagaata Vaai Gase  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Leififi College – 1st April @ 9:00am – 10:30am 
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National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  Dominic Sofe  

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

New Zealand High Commission Kalameli Ah Mu  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Uesiliana College & Palauli College – 2nd May @ 10:00am – 2:00pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Shirley Vaafusuaga  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Savaii I Sisisfo College & Palauli I Sisifo College – 3rd May @ 10:00am – 2:00pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Shirley Vaafusuaga  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Itu o Tane No 1, Alofi o Taoa & Itu Asau College – 4th May @ 9:00am – 2:30pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Shirley Vaafusuaga  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

LDS College Vaiola – 5th May @ 9:00am – 10:30am 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

Australia High Commission (DFAT) Atalana Lima  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Shirley Vaafusuaga  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Mataaevave College & Don Bosco College – 6th May @ 9:00am – 12:30pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

Australia High Commission (DFAT) Atalana Lima  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Shirley Vaafusuaga  

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Chanel College & St Joseph College – 11th May @ 9:00am – 12:30pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Ministry of Health Merita Isaako  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  Dominic Sofe  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Samoa College & Anoamaa College – 12th May @ 9:30am – 2:30pm 

National University of Samoa Sami Ale - Faatonu  

Ministry of Health Merita Isaako  
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Annex 7: Attendance sign sheet for participants for the CAS school visit 

 

Tesese Institute of Administrative Studies Fraser Taulealo  

 

Samoa Qualifications Authority 

Faafetai Vaevaina  

Mike Anapu  

Sauila Forrest Time  

Eteuati Popi Eteuati  
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Annex 8: Representatives Presentation 
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Annex: 9 Careers Advisory Service School Visit Photos 2016 

        

      

 

 

Palauli College 
Uesiliana College 

Palauli i Sisifo College Itu o tane College 

Alofi o Taoa College 
Itu Asau College 

Vaiola College Don Bosco College and Vocational 
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Savaii i Sisifo College Mataaevave College 

Aana No. 1 College 

Lefaga College Safata College 

Nuuausala College 

Paul VI College 
Sagaga College 
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Falealili College Palalaua College 

Lepa & Lotofaga College Aleipata College 

SDA College Papauta Girls College 

Avele College 

Maluafou College 
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Vaimauga College Leififi College 

Chanel College 

Saint Joseph’s College 

Saint Mary’s College Faleata College 

Robert Louise Stevenson 

College 
LDS College - Pesega 
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Career Advisory School Visit Team 2016 

 

 

Left – Right: Tone Siani (SQA), Sami Ale – Faatonu (NUS), Faafetai Vaevaina (SQA), Shirley 

Vaafusuaga (SQA), Mike Anapu (SQA) & Fraser Taulealo (TIAS) 

Reps missing from the above photo – Merita Lenuu (MOH), Dominic Sofe (MFAT), Atalana 

Lima & Elisapeta Eteuati –Kerslake (DFAT) & Kalameli Ah Mu (NZ High Commission) & 

MHIL 

 

Anoamaa College Samoa College 


